
















DOCUMENTS EXPEDITING PROJECT 


[COMMITTEE PRINT] 





INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM 


(Communist Control of Estonia) 


STAFF CONSULTATION WITH 
AUGUST REI 


COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
EIGHTY-FIFTH CONGRESS 
FIRST SESSION 


MAY 10, 1957 
(INCLUDING INDEX) 


Printed for the use of the Committee on Un-American Activities 


UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
WASHINGTON : 1957 





COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 
UniTep Srates Housr or REPRESENTATIVES 


FRANCIS E. WALTER, Pennsylvania, Chairman 

MORGAN M. MOULDER, Missouri BERNARD W. KEARNEY, New York 

CLYDE DOYLE, California DONALD L. JACKSON, California 
GORDON H. SCHERER, Ohio 


JAMES B. FRAZIER, Jz., Tennessee 
EDWIN E. WILLIS, Louisiana ROBERT J. McINTOSH, Michigan 
RICHARD ARENS, Director 


It 





CONTENTS 





Page 
IN kinks, (ois EER one teem IGms ae ae ak a Vil 
May 10, 1957: 
Staff consultation with— 
Auth Bho: cscs. dtmasiseetuesnaned senate 1 
PONIOE,.. citi cnuianiilelacetn «hl abe daa’ de eee Jitew aes i 





Pusiic Law 601, 79TH ConarREss 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 


Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress (1946), chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Rute X 


SEC, 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


* * * * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 


Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * ~ * * * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


* * * 7 »~ ~ * 
Rute XII 
LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT BY STANDING COMMITTEES 


Src. 136. To assist the Congress in appraising the administration of the laws 
and in developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem neces- 
sary, each standing committee of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
shall exercise continuous watchfulness of the execution by the administrative 
agencies concerned of any laws, the subject matter of which is within the juris- 
diction of such committee; and, for that purpose, shall study all pertinent re- 


ports and data submitted to the Congress by the agencies in the executive branch 
of the Government. 


v 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 85TH CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1957 
+ * *« * * x * 
Rute X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, 


* * *~ *x * * * 
(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
x * * * * * * 
Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * * * - 

17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make, from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 

- * ” x * * * 


26. To assist the House in appraising the administration of the laws and in 
developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem necessary, 
each standing committee of the House shall exercise continuous watchfulness of 
the execution by the administrative agencies concerned of any laws, the subject 
matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such committee; and, for that 
purpose, shall study all pertinent reports and data submitted to the House by 
the agencies in the executive branch of the Government. 
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SYNOPSIS 


The Soviet Union has converted the conquered Baltic States into 
a vast staging area for future world war, Dr. August Rei, former 
President of Estonia, told the Committee on Un-American Activities 
in a staff consultation during a recent visit to the United States. 

Dr. Rei held the posts of President, Prime Minister, and Foreign 
Minister of the Estonian Republic at various times between 1918 and 
the Second World War. He escaped to Sweden from the Soviet Union 
in 1940, at the time the Kremlin occupied his country during its 
collaboration with Nazi Germany. Dr. Rei is head of the Estonian 
Government-in-Exile and Chairman of the Estonian National Council, 
composed of representatives of various Estonian political groups who 
were forced to flee when Estonian statehood was extinguished by the 
Red Army. 

There are approximately 100,000 Soviet soldiers stationed in Estonia 
today, Dr. Rei stated, and about an equal number in Latvia and 
Lithuania. In addition, he said, the Soviets have established a net- 
work of guided-missile-launching stations in the area. The Kremlin, 
he said, considers the Baltic countries “the starting point for an 
aggression against the Western World.” 

he militarization of the three former independent nations of Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania, Dr. Rei declared, has been accompanied by 
wholesale liquidations of the native population. More than 170,000 
of the total Estonian population of 1,200,000 fell victim to the Soviet 
program of mass murder and deportations after the seizure of the 
country by the Kremlin. 

Before the outbreak of war between Germany and the Soviet 
Union, he said, 59,900 were deported, some 33,000 were conscripted 
into an Estonian Red Army Corps, and another 1,715 were executed. 

After World War II, when the Russians returned to Estonia, 
another 80,000 farmers and young men were deported. Altogether, 
he said, the Soviets conducted four waves of deportations. 

Estonia today, Dr. Rei declared, has been reduced to a Soviet 
colony. All of the national resources are being exploited for the 
benefit of the Soviet Union and the satellite bloc. Transmission 
lines, for example, carry natural gas and electric current from 
Estonia to the Soviet Union, but almost no power at all is available 
for Estonian cities. 

Dr. Rei cited the Soviet seizure of Estonia as an example of the 
real value of Kremlin treaties of peace and nonaggression. In 1933, 
he recounted, Estonia and the Soviet Union had signed an ironclad 
agreement renouncing the employment of force against one another. 
In 1939, following the pact between Hitler and Stalin, the Soviet 

rovernment, with the threat of armed invasion, forced Estonia to 
accept a new treaty which provided for stationing Red Army ‘“‘pro- 
tective forces’”’ at various bases inside its Baltic ally. The following 
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year the Soviets, on the pretext of “‘suppressing anti-Soviet activities,” 
inaugurated a complete occupation of Estonia, together with Latvia 
and Lithuania, and set up a puppet government backed by the Red 
Army. 

The program of arrests and terror, Dr. Rei noted, was carried out 
under the service of Gen. Ivan Serov, today the chief of the Soviet 
Union Secret Police. 

The spirit of resistance is increasing in the sateliiie countries and 
in the Soviet Union itself, Dr. Rei declared. In the case of a general 
uprising, he predicted, “‘the Russian Red Army very likely would 
prove an unreliable tool in the hands of its masters.” He said the 
situation in Russia today, ironically, is similar to that in 1917 when 
the Communists themselves came into power. 

“T can imagine of some occasion when in Poland, or again in 
Hungary or somewhere else, an uprising or a strike would break out 
and then, like wildfire, would spread over the satellite countries. 
Then there may also break out a general strike in the Russian rail- 
ways and the communications system, and then the Red Army 
would be powerless,’”’ Dr. Rei predicted. 

“Such things are like an elementary force,” he continued, ‘‘some- 
thing breaks loose one day, and it is my deep conviction that such a 
development might be the only possibility of evading a third world 
war of long duration with the horrible destructions, if such a very 
broad uprising and strikes and so on would break out in the Soviet 
sphere everywhere, in Soviet Russia proper also. In such a case 
this colossus, this giant on feet of clay, would collapse rather sud- 
denly because of the very great internal tensions and because of the 
tensions also between the factions high up in the Soviet Olympus in 
the Kremlin, and the dissensions among them.” 





INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM 


(Communist Control of Estonia) 


FRIDAY, MAY 10, 1957 


Unirep Srates House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D. C. 
STAFF CONSULTATION 


The following consultation by the staff of the Committee on Un- 
American Activities was held at 10:35 a. m. Friday, May 10, 1957, 
in room 226, Old House Office Building, W ashington, 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, director, and Richard 8. 
Weil, staff member. 

Mr. Arens. Let the record show that the staff consultation this 
morning is in pursuance of the program of the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities to assemble authoritative statements 
respecting the various phases of international communism. 

Today we are happy to have the pleasure of a visit with the Honor- 
able August Rei, Chairman of the Estonian National Council, Stock- 
holm, Sweden, and former President of the Republic of Estonia. 

Mr. Rei is ‘accompanied today in this staff consultation by Dr. 
Elizabeth Judas, who is president of the Estonian Cultural Com- 
mittee, Inc., and also by Mr. Arvo Horm, Executive Secretary of 
the Estonian National Council, Sweden. 

Mr. Wet. Mr. Arens, might I interrupt for a question? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Wet. Mr. Rei, would you explain what the Estonian National 
Council is, for our record? 

Mr. Ret. It is a coalition of our political parties in exile, the parties 
which were active in Estonia; many members of these parties managed 
to escape, and in exile they formed their party groups, formed a 
coalition, which we call the atonibis National Council. 

We spread the truth about the conditions in the Soviet Union, and 
in Estonia especially, and we have been very active in making this 
pn ese known. 

Moreover, in connection with my biography which I shall give in a 
moment, I would like to mention that according to the constitutional 
law of Estonia, the functions of the President of Estonia devolved 
upon me as the elder member of the Estonian underground govern- 
ment. The underground in Estonia was started in the fall of 1944 
during the German occupation, and I am the head of that. 


Mr. Wert. You are the head of the government in exile, Mr. Rei? 
Mr. Retr. Yes. 


92763—87——-2 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Rei, it is a pleasure for us to welcome you today 
for this staff consultation, and I should like to ask you now so that 
we may have a complete record if, after taking the oath, you would 
open your discussion by telling us first of all something of your own 
personal life and your own personal background. 

Reporter. Would you stand and raise your right hand, please, 
Mr. Rei. 

Mr. Ret. Yes. 

Reporter. Do you swear that the testimony that you shall give in 
this matter will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Retr. Yes. 


TESTIMONY OF AUGUST REI, CHAIRMAN, ESTONIAN NATIONAL 
COUNCIL, STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN, AND FORMER PRESIDENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF ESTONIA 


Mr. Rez. I was born in Estonia in 1886. At that time Estonia 
belonged to the Russian Czarist Empire. In the last part of the 19th 
and in the first part of the 20th century, before the First World War, 
the national minorities in Russia were oppressed, and the Estonian 
minority was included in this. 

Even in my youth I became politically interested and politically 
active at school. I took part in the first Russian revolution in 1905, 
and then when in 1917 the Czarist Empire fell, after the March revolu- 
tion of 1917, I took active part in endeavors to get Estonia free, to be 
a free and independent country. 

I was appointed in 1918, in November, as Minister of Labor and 
Deputy Prime Minister in the Estonian Provisional Government. 

Estonia had proclaimed herself an independent state in February 
1918; so then in April 1919, Estonia’s Constituent Assembly was 
elected, and I was elected speaker of the Constituent Assembly. 

Then, later in 1925 I was speaker of the Estonian Parliament. In 
November of 1932 I was appointed Foreign Minister. But to go back 
to 1928 first, in December of 1928 I was elected Prime Minister and 
President of the Republic. 

According to our first constitution, these two functions were in one 
person. The Prime Minister was at the same time President of the 
Republic. 

Then in 1932 I was appointed Foreign Minister. In 1938, in the 
beginning of February, 1 went to Moscow, being appointed Estonian 
Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary to the Soviet 
Government. 

I was there, in Moscow, for 2% years. On the 16th of June 1940, 
the Soviet Government presented an ultimatum to the Estonian Gov- 
ernment demanding the occupation of Estonia. 

Before that, of course, in September 1939, the Soviet Government 
imposed upon Estonia and the other two Baltic States so-called pacts 
of mutual assistance. 

I was dismissed by the first transitional government, which was 
imposed upon Estonia by the emissary of the Kremlin. By that 
transitional government I was recalled to my country, but I managed 
to escape to Sweden in July 1940, and from that time I have been 
residing in Sweden in Stockholm for these nearly 17 years. 
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This is my background and my biography. 

Mr. Wet. Did you escape to Sweden from the Soviet Union or 
from Estonia? 

Mr. Ret. It was from the Soviet Union while going back to Estonia 
via Sweden. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Rei, I should like to suggest a pattern for our 
discussion; and if it is agreeable with you, I suggest that we first 
direct our attention to this question, or this proposition; namely, a 
summary of events that led to the taking over of Estonia by the 
U.S. S. R. 

Could you give us that, please? 

Mr. Retr. Yes. I think it would be superfluous to tell the history; 
but in brief form—do you want me to tell you from the time when 
Estonia was fighting a war of liberation, or only how it was taken over? 

Mr. Arens. That is correct. 

Mr. Ret. I think that I must mention, at any rate, that in the peace 
treaty which Estonia concluded with the Soviet Union in the begin- 
ning of 1920, after the war of liberation, which lasted for 13 months— 
in this treaty the Soviet Government on behalf of the Russian state 
renounced forever and voluntarily any sovereign rights the Russian 
Empire ever had had over the people and the territory of Estonia as 
was formulated in the peace treaty. 

Then a number of treaties were concluded in the subsequent years: 
nonaggression pact and conventions on the procedure of conciliation. 

And, moreover, Estonia adhered to a collective agreement on the 
definition of aggression concluded by the Soviet Union with several 
adjacent states. 

That was done in 1933. This definition covered, as it was said, 
every possible pretext under which aggression may be started. 

I mention all this, therefore, that all these conventions and pacts 
were later in 1939-40 cynically broken by the Soviet Union. Accord- 
ing to these conventions, the Soviet Union pledged—and, of course, 
Estonia too, since it was a reciprocal treaty, but Estonia never could 
have any fantastic idea of starting a war against the Soviet Union— 
that the contracting parties should never under any pretext apply 
any violent measures against the other contracting parties. 

All discussions which would arise were to be settled in a peaceful 
manner by negotiations; but then in March of 1939, when I was 
Estonian Envoy in Moscow, a declaration from the Soviet Govern- 
ment was handed to me, according to which the Soviet Government 
was to check foreign policy of Estonia—to decide if any agreement 
with any other third state would not be in contradiction with the 
Estonian full independence; and it was rather threateningly told in 
this note that if Estonia should give any special rights or privileges 
to any third state, then the Soviet Government would not remain 
a passive onlooker, but would take measures for maintaining full sov- 
ereignty and independence of Estonia. 

In August of 1939, the notorious secret deal of Hitler and Stalin 
was concluded, as it has become known after the war when the secret 
archives of the German Government were seized by the Western 
Allies. These archives provided the world with the documentary 
evidence that the two totalitarian tyrants—the Nazi tyrant Hitler 
and the Communist tyrant Stalin—had made a deal and partitioned 
the spheres of influence. 
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According to their agreement, the Soviet Government got a free 
hand to occupy Estonia and Latvia, and then a month later a second 
secret agreement was made between the two, which proved that 
Lithuania also was destined to be in the Soviet sphere of influence. 

Then the Soviet Government immediately took action. It imposed 
upon us, the three Baltic States, the above-mentioned pact of mutual 
assistance a few weeks later. 

This pact was imposed upon us by means of plain threat of war in 
late September in 1939. This happened 4 or 5 weeks after Stalin’s 
deal with Hitler. 

In defiance of all the treaties concluded in the thirties according to 
which the Soviet Union pledged never to apply any violence or any 
threat of war or any such measures against our states, the Soviet Union 
did this. 

At that time Estonia had no alternative, neither had the other two 
Baltic States any possibility of resisting with arms because in our 
countries we have no armament industries of great importance, and 
we could not get weapons and munitions from other countries. The 
stores of weapons and munitions which we had would have been 
exhausted in a few weeks. 

Therefore, we had to give in. Any armed resistance would have 
been futile and equivalent to suicide of our people. Even in the pact 
of mutual assistance, the Soviet Union again gave us assurances and 
pledges that all our free institutions would remain without any 
alteration. I myself took part in the negotiations in the Kremlin 
in the last days of September 1939; and Mr. Molotov, and, indeed, 
Stalin himself, declared “your Parliament, your legations, your laws, 
your social order, all this will remain without any alteration, we do 
not want to impose upon you the Communist order; what we want 
is in our mutual interest—to guarantee you that you would not be 
drawn into the war, and we want military bases on your territory in 
order to protect you as well as ourselves from being drawn into the 
the war; we have enough land and resources. We have no need to 
grab land of other countries.” 

We had these most solemn assurances. Of course, we were not so 
naive as to believe all these words, but as I already mentioned, it was 
hopeless to resist them. The main thing was the survival of our 
people. We hoped that something would occur during the war so 
that our country would be free again even if they did break their 
pledges. 

For 8 months the masters of the Kremlin did not Sovietize and 
occupy our countries because they wanted to impose a similar treaty, 
a pact of mutual assistance upon Finland too, and the right to establish 
military bases there also. However, the Finns did not give in. 

Their strategic position was considerably better than ours, and they 
resisted very heartily. They resisted for 34% months. Moreover, they 
had a mighty ally, the unusually cold winter. 

According to news which I got in Moscow at that time—I was still 
in Moscow—the Soviet Red Army suffered considerably more losses 
from the cold than from the Finnish Army because in open fields when 
Red army soldiers were lying in the snow even for 10 minutes (the 
Red troops were not picked from Siberian units accustomed to very 
severe winter) in these 10 minutes, the Red army soldiers who could 
not move, lying in the snow, froze to death by the thousands. 
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So this saved us and gave us a certain breathing space, but at last 
the Finnish resistance was broken, and the Finns were forced to sign 
a peace treaty. 

This resistance of the Finns had so much shattered the might of the 
Soviet Red Army that Moscow still needed a few months to put the 
army into order. 

Mr. Arens. Off the record. 

(Thereupon, there was a discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Rer. Then in late May, the first signs appeared that the Soviet 
Government was going to occupy and Sovietize our countries, the 
free Baltic States. 

The first signs appeared foreboding that first to fall was Lithuania. 
Ridiculous accusations against Lithuania were published in the Soviet 
press and, thereafter, in the middle of June ultimatums were pre- 
sented to all the three Baltic States. An ultimatum was handed over 
to Lithuania on June 15, and on the 16th, to Estonia and Latvia. 

Mendacious, obviously unwarranted accusations that we had tres- 
passed on the pacts of mutual assistance were raised in these ultima- 
tums against our countries. The Soviet Government demanded 
that we had to admit the Soviet Red army units into Estonia and, 
of course, into Latvia and Lithuania, in order to suppress the anti-Soviet 
activities in our states and to appoint new governments friendly to 
the Soviet Union. 

In the ultimatums, it was said that the governments of the three 
Baltic countries had been inimical to the Soviet Union. Eight hours 
only were given for the answer, if we accept these ultimatums and 
would submit to them. 

But at the same time it was declared that, if we did refuse, the 
Soviet Red Army in full force would march into Estonia, breaking 
any resistance with armed force. 

Mr. Wert. At that time did the Soviet Army then take up positions 
of occupation in Estonia? 

Mr. Ret. Yes. They had already part of their army in Estonia, 
according to the pact of mutual assistance. 

Mr. Wert. That was the one of 1939? 

Mr. Ret. Due to the pact, they already had 25,000 Soviet Red 
army soldiers in Estonia, the tank divisions and their fleet. 

Mr. Wert. I do not quite understand the difference between the 
occupation that began in 1939 at the imposition of the treaty and the 
consequences of the ultimatum in 1940. 

Mr. Rer. According to the pact of mutual assistance, their forces 
were to be only in certain naval and air bases leased to them, which 
were to be on our islands—we have a number of islands near our 
as well as on the coast of the mainland. 

Mr. Wein. And in 1940? 

Mr. Rer. Then they wanted to have a free hand to occupy every 
town, every part of the whole country. 

Mr. Wein. In other words, it was a full-fledged military occupation? 

Mr. Ret. Yes; a full-fledged military occupation. 

Mr. Wert. With a military-supported puppet government? 

Mr. Retr. Yes; and even before in the fall of 1939 when they imposed 
the so-called pacts of mutual assistance, tremendous Red Army forces 


bad been amassed at our frontiers in order to back these demands with 
threats. 
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Immediately after the ultimatums, tremendous masses of Soviet 
Red Army began to flow into our countries. 

I myself was called back from Moscow by our Government, still 
the old, lawful Government. 

It was 2 days after the ultimatum that I was flying to Estonia 
via Latvia. Passing from Riga by car to Estonia, I saw there how 
their uncountable forces of the Red Army were pouring into Latvia. 

In the ultimatum, mendacious like every action emanating from 
the Soviet Union, it was said that the occupation of Estonia was 
necessary in order to protect her independence since the Estonian 
Government had been endangering this independence by its reaction- 
ary policy, unfriendly to the Soviets. 

Now they, the Soviets, would do all so that the people would get the 
full freedom to elect a democratically elected government, and parlia- 
ment, and so on; but what happened was the fact that a month later, 
of course, elections took place—they were imposed again by the 
emissary of the Kremlin, Zhdanov, one of the closest leutenants of 
Stalin who came to Estonia to direct the occupation and sovietization 
of Estonia. 

When I was in Moscov’, it was the general opinion that Zhdanov 
would be the successor of Stalin, if Stalin would die; he was sent to 
Estonia to supervise and direct the sovietization of Estonia. 

Vishinsky, who was here in the United Nations as the Soviet repre- 
sentative was sent to Latvia. To Lithuania was sent Dekanozov. 
Dekanozov, after the execution of Beria, was also executed as an 
enemy of the people, as it happens very often with “the mighty’”’ men 
in the Soviet Union. 

The first thing that Zhdanov did in our capital of Tallinn was to 
impose upon our President the appointment of a new ‘‘pro-Soviet”’ 
government. 

We got a so-called transitional government. It was really a 
camouflage government. In this Cabinet there was only one who 
was suspected by our authorities of being a paid Communist agent. 

The others were non-Communisis, but such naive people who 
had no idea of the part they would have to play. Some of them were 
radical, some of them were leftist elements, not Communists, but 
Communist svmpathizers and fellow travelers. 

This transitional government had to organize new elections. One 
of the chambers of our Parliament had to be elected. According to 
our constitution, we had two Houses, the Lower House and the 
Upper House. 

The Upper House was not at all reorganized or reelected. Only 
the Lower House was elected on the basis of our electoral law in which, 
however, very essential, quite unlawful changes were made by the 
Government. 

Of course, the Government had, according to our constitution, no 
legislative power. Disregarding this, all those clauses in our electoral 
law which were abolished, were guaranteeing honest, decerit elections, 
the supervision of the electoral procedure by the law courts in the first 
place. The highest organ supervising the election was also appointed 
a new one, in which 5 of the 6 members were either openly members of 
the Communist Party or everybody knew that they were Communists. 

Then the sham elections were held, but at first the Estonian parties 
also nominated their candidates. The Communists nominated their 
candidates. We had 80 electoral districts. 
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Mr. Wet.’ Excuse me, but perhaps we can get a little clearer 
picture of what was going on in the country at that time: 

We have been discussing the ultimatum imposed upon Estonia in 
1940, and the occupation that followed. 

Was the conquest of Estonia at that time made possible or facilitated 
in any way by Communist groups within the country or was it all the 
result of external pressure? 

Mr. Retr. All external pressure. In our country members of the 
underground Communists were quite insignificant. 

Mr. Wei. You say “underground.” Was the party outlawed? 

Mr. Retr. Yes, it was outlawed in 1925, when a Communist revolt 
was attempted in Estonia, directed from Leningrad. There had 
been about 250 Communists trained and everybody had precise in- 
structions as to what to do, and they hoped they would be joined by 
about 300 Estonian Communists, they had hoped to seize all the most 
important institutions in our capital and behind our frontier were three 
Soviet Red Army divisions to march in immediately when these insur- 
gents would apply to them for their “brotherly help.” 

Mr. Weru. Despite the fact that the Communist Party itself was 
outlawed, did you find, at that time, that there were a number of Red 
agents emerging from the underground ready to step into key posi- 
ar In other words, where did the Soviet machinery get its per- 
sonnel? 

Mr. Rer. There were very few Communists in our country. It 
proved impossible to appoint even one single Communist to each 
electoral poll. 

Communists had lost all support of the people in our country. 

After the war of liberation we had carried out a very radical agrar- 
ian reform. There was not the least dissatisfaction in our country, 
not the least reason for revolutionary discontent, so the Communist 
sympathizers had actually died out. 

Two or three months after the taking over of our country the 
Communists themselves said they had 2,000 members of the party in 
Estonia. When everybody was free to join the Communist Party, 
and every opportunist who wanted to get a good career, there were 
only 2,000 Communists in Estonia. 

I can say that our people are the most immune ones against Com- 
munist propaganda. 

Mr. AreEns. Off the record. 

(Thereupon, there was a discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Rei, would you kindly consider the subject of the 
situation as it progressed within your country of Estonia after the 
Communist regime took over? 

Mr. Ret. When they took over, the sovietization was, of course, 
carried out, and mass arrests took place, especially higher officers, 
and the police were persecuted by them. 

The first Soviet occupation came to an end in July 1940, when 
Hitler attacked Soviet Russia. Then mass graves were opened, and 
nearly 1,800 corpses were found, among them mutilated corpses of 
policemen especially. Policemen were, of course, hated by the occu- 
pants as the most dangerous. 

Mr. Wet. I may be pressing this one point, but I think the answer 
could be interesting. 
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When the Soviet Union imposed its regime on the country, a large 
administrative machine was obviously necessary to carry out control 
of the country, to carry out the purges, the mass arrests and similar 
things. 

Mr. Rer. Yes. 

Mr. Wert. Were any large numbers of Estonians used to carry out 
this program? 

Mr. Rer. Yes. 

Mr. Wert. From what groups, then, were the Soviets able to draw 
nationals to effect their program? I thin that is an interesting point. 

Mr. Rer. They drew them from Russian Estonians. We had in 
the Czarist time a large emigration to Czarist Russia before the revo- 
lution, and they were living in Crimea, in Caucasus, and in Siberia. 
They had lived all these years under the Soviet rule, and they were 
considered more or less reliable people, and they still spoke Estonian, 
although not pure Estonian, but mixed with Russian and had poor 
Russian accent, too. 

Mr. Wert. You mean these people came back from the U.S. 5. R. 
to your country? 

Mr. Rer. Yes. They were simply sent as officials and Soviet tools. 

Mr. Wer. In other words, this whole body of administrative per- 
sonnel came from outside the country? 

Mr. Retr. Yes, from outside the country. Minor posts only were 
filled by Estonians, after some had Communist sympathies and joined 
the Communist Party; but the leadership was pure Russian or Russian 
Estonians, as we called them. 

Among these Russian Estonians, there were some cases even among 
those who had been appointed ministers or people’s commissars, who 
very soon detected that all they had heard about Estonia had been 
lies. When the Soviet Union was attacked by Hitler’s Nazi Army, 
some of them preferred to stay in Nazi-occupied Estonia rather than 
to go back to Russia. 

Mr. Arens. Off the record. 

(Thereupon, there was a discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Ret. Then, as | already mentioned, police officers were mur- 
dered and private persons were murdered. There was a reign of 
terror which began, and it is hard to find words to characterize the 
impression made upon our people. Our country never sympathized 
with the Germans, and especially with the Nazi Germans. However, 
now the }people began to wait for the liberation by Nazi Germany. 
When the German Army came, they were welcomed as liberators. 

Mr. Wein. When did they come? 

Mr. Ret. They came in July 1941. But before that a mass depor- 
tation took place. We had about 1 year of full-fledged Soviet occupa- 
tion, our people disappeared and were sent to Russia, but there were 
no mass deportations; but 8 days before Hitler attacked Russia— 
during the night, from the 13th to the 14th of June—mass deporta- 
tions took place, and in 1 night 7,000 people were arrested over 
the whole country, and sent in cattle vans over the frontier in a most 
inhuman manner. 

There were cases when for 3 days these vans of people were staying 
at our stations before being sent over to Russia and no water was 
given them. Many of the children had already died in these vans. 
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The lists of persons to be deported had been prepared in advance. 

Mr. Wer. Could you estimate, from the time of the occupation 
until today, how many Estonians have been deported and how many 
have been executed as a result of Soviet terrorism? 

Mr. Ret. Yes, I have the precise data on that. When the Soviets 
were driven away by the Nazi Army, then the Estonian Statistical 
Bureau started again its activity, and it began to get data about the 
Soviet atrocities committed in our country and precise numbers were 
established. There were deported 59,900. 

Mr. We. In other words, between the June 1940 ultimatum—— 

Mr. Retr. Before the Germans came. 

Mr. Wei. Up until the time the Germans occupied the country. 

Mr. Ret. Mainly, these last days in June, before the outbreak of 
the war between Germany and the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Wein. 59,900 were deported. How many would you estimate 
from your records were executed? 

Mr. Ret. Arrested and executed in Estonia were 1,715. In all 
probability the number was still greater, but surely not all the graves 
of the victims were found. 

Mr. Wet. What was the total population then? 

Mr. Rer. The total population was 1,200,000. The 33,300 were 
conscripted and deported to Russia. Of course, later on in the Soviet 
Union, there was formed an Estonian Red Army Corps. 

Mr. Wert. Conscripted into the Soviet Army? 

Mr. Ret. Yes. 

Mr. Wer. 33,300? 

Mr. Ret. Yes. 

It might also be interesting to know that among those deported 
and executed, among these 59,900, there were 24,400 workers. They 
were: emplovees and technical personnel, 9,700; nonemployed, inde- 
pendent workers, not in anybody’s employ, 15,000. 

So that of all these, the greatest number were workers among these 
ro orb and among the employees, there were mostly peasants or 

armers. 

Among the 59,900 persons deported and executed, there were 
930 minors up to 4 years old. From 5 years to 9 years, there were 
1,000. The adults were 48,800 and old people over 60 years were 
1,165. Age unknown were 550. 

Broken up families—when this mass deportation took place, there 
was a secret instruction which had been given from Moscow and 
signed by Gen. Ivan Serov— 

Mr. Wet. Is that the one who is chief of the Soviet Union Secret 
Police? 

Mr. Retr. Yes; he was at that time, too, and it was his order as to 
who were to be deported. There were Social Democrats, and Liberals, 
the members of the agrarian parties, and so on; and all the members 
of anti-Soviet organizations that they knew of, such as defeatists, and 
so on. 

Mr. Wei. What was Serov’s position at that time? 

Mr. Ret. He was at that time chief of the security forces. 

Mr. Wet. For Estonia? 


Mr. Ret. No, at Moscow, for the Soviet Union, although not the 
highest chief. 
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Mr. Ret. He was Beria’s right-hand man then; and he organized 
these mass deportations from Estonia, Lithuania, and all other 
countries. Also documents were found after they fled to Russia 
showing how many to send and to which stations in Russia: 1,000 

ersons to such-and-such railway station, and men only without their 
amilies, 1,930 persons from Estonia. Men were separated from their 
families at the railway station in our country. 

Mr. Wert. Just to shorten the historical description a little bit— 
how long were the Nazis in occupation? 

Mr. Retr. The Nazis were in occupation a little more than 3 years. 

Mr. Wer. And then the Russians returned in 1944? 

Mr. Ret. Yes. 

Mr. Wei. Let us bridge that, sir, in 1944, when the Russians came 
back, was there again a repetition of this whole procedure? 

Mr. Ret. Yes, again deportations. There were three waves of 
deportations: the first, immediately after their return, they deported 
younger men, sd that in our country, in the countryside, only old 
people and women and children mainly remained. They deported 
all the young people they could get their hands on. 

Mr. Wert. What did they do with these young men? Were they 
conscripted into the army and into forced labor? 

Mr. Ret. Forced labor inside the Soviet Union. The second wave 
was by the end of 1955. 

Mr. Wet. Ten years later? 

Mr. Retr. No, the mass deportation took place before Christmas in 
1945, and then in February 1946. Then mainly whole families of 
Estonians were deported to Russia. After the war, and together with 
the first one of 1940, that is the fourth wholesale deportation which 
was carried through in late March 1949. 

Mr. Weiu. Who were these for the most part? 

Mr. Ret. They were all peasants and their families, about 40,000 
persons. It was this deportation which was intended to break the 
passive resistance of our farmers against collectivization. 

At first they hoped that they would succeed in establishing kol- 
khozes by propaganda and by threats. However, the Estonians are 
rather sturdy individualists, averse to any collectivist initiatives and 
all such things, so neither propaganda nor threats helped, and in order 
to break the resistance, this mass deportation took place. 

Mr. Wert. How many? You said approximately 40,000 farmers. 
How many were deported in these two groups? 

Mr. Retr. Of course, we cannot have exact statistics about this 
matter. 

Mr. Wert. What would you estimate? 

Mr. Ret. 40,000, it is estimated, inasmuch as no statistics are 
available. 

Mr. Wein. But you think 40,000 is a fair estimate? 

Mr. Rer. Yes. The estimate is based on the number of trains that 
left with deportees. 

Mr. Wei. Are there concentration camps inside Estonia today? 

Mr. Ret. Yes, there are; but there were more concentration camps 
in the first years after the reoccupation of the country. 

Mr. Writ. How many people, would you say, are interned in the 
concentration camps? 
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Mr. Rer. We reckoned about 10,000 were in these concentration 
camps, but today probably less. In these remaining camps there are 
mainly those who are arrested for minor offenses, who are considered 
not especially dangerous. Those who are considered more dangerous, 
are always sent to Russia. 

The concentration camp in Estonia is more or less for short-term 
imprisonment. They hold them in Estonia for 2 years or 3 years or 4 
or 5 years perhaps; but the more dangerous are always sent to Russia. 

Mr. Wzit. The net effect of these mass deportations, murders, 
and oppression has been to convert all of this formerly independent 
country into a Soviet province? 

Mr. Rei. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Off the record. 

(Thereupon, there was a discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Rei, would you now summarize for us, please, sir, 
first of all the situation in Estonia today; and secondly, the situation 
in the other Baltic States today as you have had that situation re- 
ported to you from underground sources? 

Mr. Ret. Yes, to Estonia is applied the worst type of colonialism. 
Estonia was a rich agricultural country before 1939. Her agricultural 
production was growing every year. We were exporting butter, bacon, 
an cheese, and other kinds of agricultural products, eggs even to 
New York. At the present time, Estonia is short of agricultural 
products, and in towns it is very difficult to get meat, butter, and only 
black bread is available in sufficient quantity. 

All other products are expensive and very difficult to get. "Then 
our industry has been developed by the Soviet occupational authorities 
and the Estonian Soviet Government. 

It is called an Estonian Soviet Government, but they are only tools 
in the hands of the Russians. At the head of the Soviet Estonian Gov- 
ernment, and of the departments of the Estonian Soviet Government, 
is an Estonian, but mainly a Russian Estonian. 

Mr. Wei. Estonia has no autonomy in foreign or domestic affairs? 

Mr. Ret. None; and in the departments of the Estonian Soviet 
Government, the real head of the department is a Russian, who is 
always a vice minister. The head of the department may be a Russian 
Estonian or a small number of them a Communist from here, but behind 
his back is a vice minister from Russia, and he decides everything. 

Even in the Estonian Soviet puppet government there are 7 
Estonians only, while most of the other members are Russian Eston- 
ians and Russians, so in the central committee of the Estonian Com- 
munist Party are no less than 21 Russians. 

Mr. Wet. Is there an Estonian Communist Party today? 

Mr. Ret. Yes, of course. 

Mr. Wet. Is it large? 

Mr. Ret. No. It has about 30,000 members, and it makes 2.7 
percent of the population, whereas in Russia proper there are over 
7% percent of the population who are in the Communist Party; but 
among these 2.7 percent of the Estonian population, over one-half are 
Russians imported into Estonia, so that the real Estonian Communists 
may count 1.5 percent ouly. 

The Estonian industry is working and supplying the needs of Soviet 
Russia, so in the first place one of our most important branches of 
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industry, and promising branches, which was oil shale industry—we 
had large stores of oil shale in our country. 

This industry developed at a rapid pace during our independence. 
Now they have even trebled the production of the oil shale industry— 
oil and gas—but it goes to Leningrad. 

Russia is supplied with gas from our oil shale in the northeastern part 
of Estonia, where this is situated. We had the electrical motor 
industry in our capital Tallinn for 50 years, and now, all this produc- 
tion goes into Burma, to China, to India, and everywhere, and in 
Estonia it is difficult to get these motors. 

Estonia’s electric current is produced in this region of the oil shale 
industry and this electric current is also sent to Leningrad and the 
Leningrad district. 

Mr. Wem. Through transmission lines originating in Estonia? 

Mr. Ret. Yes. 

Mr. Wem. And the gas goes through pipelines originating there? 

Mr. Retr. Yes; pipelines. But at the same time the capital of our 
country is so poorly provided with electrical current that according 
to information we get from there, a 100-kilowatt bulb‘does not produce 
more light than a 60 kilowatt one. 

And so it is in all branches of our industry, Estonia is exploited like 
a colonial country, or worse. 

Mr. Wert. Do the Russians maintain large military bases in 
Estonia and in the other Baltic countries? 

Mr. Rer. Yes. They do, and as much as we have heard from 
reliable sources in the first years of the war, they have established 
sites there for launching guided missiles, and in Estonia it is estimated 
that they have about 100,000 Red army soldiers; probably not less 
in Latvia and Lithuania, but I do not know how many. 

Mr. Wet. Do the Baltic countries have a strategic importance in 
themselves? 

Mr. Retr. Yes, the Soviets consider them the starting point for an 
aggression against the Western World, and especially against Scandi- 
navia. 

There have been in the last year a number of trials, sensational 
trials, in Sweden, where their spies have been detected by Swedish 
authorities, who have been in the pay of the Soviets and have betrayed 
their country’s very important military information to the Soviet 
Union. 

In the north of Sweden there is a fortress, Boden, which is very 
important in this respect, since it bars the only possible way into 
Sweden from northern Finland. There are marshes which are im- 
possible to cross, and this fortress bars that way. 

Some 2 or 3 years ago, there was a trial, where it came to light that 
all the plans of defense were in the hands of Russia. 

Mr. Weiu. Off the record. 

(Thereupon, there was a discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Rer. This year another spy was detected who had betrayed 
all the important secrets about the radar defenses of Sweden, and 
they say that the Swedish general staff must now reorganize every- 
thing again from bottom up. 

Mr. Wurtu. Let us approach this from another standpoint: You 
have indicated clearly in the discussion thus far that the Estonian 
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peores are very antipathetic toward communism and toward the 
Soviet Union. 

What possibilities exist in Estonia for resistance against the Soviet 
occupying power? What possibilities exist for the type of uprising 
that took place in Hungary, for instance? 

Mr. Ret. Of course, if a general uprising would occur, it would 
spread over a number of countries, then there is no doubt that people 
of Estonia, Lithuania, and Latvia, I feel sure would join in. 

But our people are realistically minded, and soberly thinkin 
people, and they know that an uprising of a small country alone woud 
do only harm. 

Mr. Wei. Off the record. 

(Thereupon, there was a discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Ret. Passive resistance is very strong but any acts or actions 
of active resistance wouldn’t be of any use now, and I have had 
personal occasion of sending word to Estonia, and I have advised 
them that they must be cautious, abstain from any active resistance 
now, but when the proper moment comes, then, of course; but not 
now. 

One thing that is interesting, they say in Russia one of the slogans 
has been, “Long live the friendship of all Soviet peoples”—of all 
peoples of the Soviet Union; but what they actually are sowing are 
the seeds of hate against anything Russian | fvetcpen the great Russian 
people are the dominating people, the master race, although they 
themselves are oppressed and exploited; but, of course, the people say, 
“Well, it is the Heebbens who dominate this and not the Estonians” 
and, therefore, all the Russians are hated. 

Also I think that because the Russians themselves are oppressed, 
this propaganda and enlightenment by the radios of Free Europe and 
Voice of America must recognize the Russians also are oppressed and 
exploited, and as soon as a radical change would occur, the Russian 
people themselves also would arise against the Communist rule. 

Mr. Wei. There has been quite a bit of discussion and speculation 
here during the past few months that the situation in Russia itself, 
as well as in the satellite countries, may be approaching the point 
where an internal upheaval might be forthcoming. 

What is your opinion on that? 

Mr. Ret. Yes, I think it is so, only I should make one point: That 
the Russians are rather passive as to their national character. They 
are not so easy to rise to a revolution. 

As to the non-Russian peoples, forcibly incorporated into the 
Soviet Union, like Estonians, Latvians, Ukrainians, and so on, the 
hate the Communist regime imposed upon them. But there is sti 
another motive for hating it. Their national feeling is hurt. Their 
national as well as oo passions are hurt. Those are the most 
powerful passions which people have, so the revolutionary mentality 
is more developed, of course, among the non-Russian people and in 
satellite countries; but when a general uprising would occur, then the 
Russian Red Army very likely would also prove an unreliable tool in 
the hands of its masters. 

Even, as you well know, after the Hungarian revolution, Marshal 
Tito said that the Soviet Red army soldiers very unwillingly and with 
heavy heart were suppressing this general uprising of the Hungarian 
people. 
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If a general uprising would spread over all the satellite countries— 
and it is my opinion that it will, although one doesn’t know when this 
day will come—then the reliability of the Soviet Red army soldiers 
would be put to a very hard test and a very hard trial, and then the 
Soviet might collapse in a rather short time. 

Mr. Wert. Do you yourself foresee the possibility of a breakup of 
Soviet power and of the Soviet empire? If you do, what particular 
situation do you think might trigger that process? 

Mr. Retr. Such a thing has happened for quite unforeseeable reasons, 
like what happened in June 1953 in Berlin. Nobody foresaw it. It 
came at once, overnight. I was in the Russian Army in 1917, in Feb- 
ruary and March, in Petrograd, now Leningrad, and I saw the outbreak 
of the February—March revolution there. 

It came overnight. Everybody was waiting for some kind of a 
radical change, in particular a palace revolution, but when one regi- 
ment went over to the hungry rioters, it happened quite suddenly. 
So it was in Berlin, so it was in Hungary, in Poznan last summer 
the workers’ strike. 

So, some such strike—and I would like to add that my memory 
goes still farther back. I have a vivid memory about the general 
strike of the railroads and posts which broke out in October of 1905. 

I was a young student at that time. In 36 hours the Czarist 
government had no trains at its disposal, no posts, and had to capit- 
ulate. Three days, later the October manifesto was published. 

Mr. Wein. The experiences you are describing in Russia itself 
were made possible by the internal weaknesses of the Czarist regime, 
and you cite that as a parallel for what might happen in the future 
in the Soviet Union. Are you implying that there is a similar weak- 
ness in the Soviet Union today? 

Mr. Ret. Yes, I can imagine it on some occasion when in Poland 
or again in Hungary or somewhere else, an uprising or a strike would 
break out and then, like wildfire, would spread over the satellite 
countries. 

Then there may also break out a general strike of Russian railways 
and the communications system, and then the Red Army would S 
powerless. 

Of course, now the armies are motorized. In 1905 they were not 
motorized, but the Soviet Government has not enough officials or 
enough police to force every striker back to work. 

Mr. Weit. Do you mean that, although the weapons have been 
improved, they are useless without the loyalty of the men who operate 
them? 

Mr. Ret. Yes. Such things are like an elementary force. Some- 
thing breaks loose one day, and it is my deep conviction that such 
a development might be the only possibility of evading a third world 
war of long duration with the horrible destructions, if such a very 
broad uprising and strikes, and so on would break out in the Soviet 
sphere everywhere, in Soviet Russia proper also. In such a case 
this colossus, this giant on feet of clay, would collapse rather sud- 
denly because of the very great internal tensions and because of 
the tensions also between the factions high up in the Soviet Olympus 
in the Kremlin, and the dissensions among them. 
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The most important is the fact that the Iron Curtain is no longer 
impenetrable. The propaganda of truth from the West [must be 
continued and intensified. This, of course, is radio propaganda. 
I am sorry to say that the Western World is not as expert in making 
propaganda as the Soviets are. 

They are professional demagogs, and great masters in mendacious 
subversive propaganda. They spend enormous sums of money for 
that. I do not know how many thousands of jamming stations they 
have established there, but we know from those who have escaped 
that everybody either listens to the Voice of America broadcasts or 
hears from others. 

The jamming is not able to suppress all the transmissions to these 
countries. They say that about one-third reaches without any 
failure; but about one-third, they succeed in suppressing; and one- 
third is so hard to hear that you only hear part of what is said. That 
fact is that what is heard, is carried to others by word of mouth. 

The Soviets spread all sorts of lies. Last year—no, it was in 1955— 
they spread in Estonia the rumor that I had been murdered. 

Of course, my name is well known in Estonia, and so last summer 
when about 100 Soviet Estonian Communist tourists came to Sweden 
and other Scandinavian countries, everybody asked if Rei was alive. 

In the meantime, however, the rumor had spread that my voice 
had been heard in Estonia when I was broadcasting over the Voice of 
America from Munich. Of course, I was in Munich Jast summer, 
I think it was in June, when I did broadcast from there, and they 
had heard me. 

Mr. Wet. We all recognize the value of a dramatic gesture. Do 
you think that we in the United States should break off diplomatic 
relations with the Soviets and with their satellites in order to show the 
rest of the world that we have no intention of doing business with 
international gangsters? 

Mr. Ret. It is a little difficult for me to give an answer touching the 
policy of the United States, but I think such a fact would have tre- 
mendous effect in all satellite countries and among all oppressed 
peoples. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Rei, is there any other item that you would like 
to comment on? 

Mr. Ret. I think I have commented so much that I should like to 
hand these documents in, and whether they are partly or entirely 
used is up to you, sir. 

Mr. Arens. We are very happy to receive those, and we deeply 
appreciate the courtesy of Sea and your colleagues in taking the 
time from your busy life to consult with us. 

(Thereupon, at 12:15 p. m. Friday, May 10, 1957, the staff consul- 
tation was concluded.) 
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